
Woods Creek
Restoration Project Summary



Importance of the Woods Creek Watershed Plan

Planning effort between 
Crystal Lake Park District, 

Algonquin, Lake in the 
Hills, and Crystal Lake to 

evaluate the ecological 
health of  Woods Creek 

Watershed and ID 
potential restoration 

projects.



Village of Algonquin Restoration
The Village of  Algonquin 

has invested over $2M 
over past 15 years 

restoring & managing the 
ecological health of  

Woods Creek Corridor



Critical Area 
Projects & 

EPA 319 GrantsWoods Creek Reach 10

EPA awards grants based on:
Is the project identified as a 

Critical Area?

LITH applied for Grant in 
2017 & was awarded grant in 

2018
LITH = 40% of  cost
EPA = 60% of  cost



Woods Creek Prior to European 
Settlement (1830’s)

Source: Federal Township Plats of Illinois (1804-1891)

Woods Creek Reach 10

The land was described as primarily “Wet Prairie & Marsh”



Woods Creek 80 Year Ago

Source: Illinois Clearing House Historical Images (1939)

Project  Area

Note that almost no trees are located within the project 
area just 80 year ago. 

Woods Creek Lake



Present Day Woods Creek

Development now surrounds the area and low quality 
“second growth/invasive” shrubs & trees are taking 

over the open prairie and wetlands



Degraded Riparian Conditions

Box Elder Trees

Reed Canary Grass Wetland Common Reed 



Degraded Stream Conditions

Human Encroachment

Debris Jam Degraded Stream Channel

Streambank Erosion



Woods Creek Restoration Goals

* Reduce need for dredging of  Woods Creek Lake
* Improve green infrastructure
* Improve wildlife and fish habitat 
* Introduce passive recreation
* Improve water quality and groundwater



Restoration: Grading Plan



Restoration: Channel Improvements



Channel Improvements

Indian Creek-Buffalo Grove



Native Vegetation Restoration Plan



Savanna Restoration

Crystal Creek-Algonquin Dundee Resident



Educational Signage 



Example Project
(Lawndale Creek-Algonquin)

Before

After



Example Project
(Surrey Lane-Algonquin)

Before After



Example Project
(Ratt Creek-Algonquin)

Before

After

After



Example Project
(Dixie Briggs Fromm Nature Preserve-Algonquin)

Source: Dundee Township

Before

After



Example Project
(Indian Creek-Buffalo Grove)

Before After



Example Project 
(Flint Creek-Barrington)

Before

After



Project Schedule 
Invasive Tree/Shrub Removal – August/September 2019

Stream Restoration – September-November 2019

Native Seeding – Fall/Winter 2019

Site Management – Ongoing for 3 Years (2020-2022)
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