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lmPorI:ance of the Woods Crcck Watershccl F]an

Planning effort between

Wood ; C;e; k - Crystal La1.<e Park District,
B Algonquin, Lake in the
AStra-Eigrﬂg; i Restorinf Hills, and Crystal Lake to
S evaluate the ecological
health of Woods Creek
Watershed and 1D

potential restoration
projects.

Prepared for Woods Creek Watershed Committee Januar y 2013
By Applied Ecological Services, Inc.
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The Village of Algonquin

has invested over $2M
over past 15 years
restoring & managing the

ecological health of
Woods Creek Corridor
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Froj ects &

FFPA 319 Grants

EPA awards grants based on:

Is the project identified as a
Critical Arear

LITH applied for Grant in
2017 & was awarded grant in
2018
LITH = 40% of cost
EPA = 60% of cost
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The land was described as pr



Woods Crcclc 80 Ycar Ago
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Note that almost no trees are located within the pro]ect
area just 30 year ago.

Source: Illinois Clearing House Historical Images (1939)
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Development now surrounds the area and low quahty

“second growth/invasive” shrubs & trees are taking
over the open prairie and wetlands
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Woods C reek Restoration (Goals

Reduce need for dredging of Woods Creek TLake

Improve green infrastructure

Improve wildlife and fish habitat

Introduce passtve recreation

Improve water quality and groundwater



KR estoration: Grading F]an
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R estoration: hannel ]m]:)rovcmcnts
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Native chctation R estoration [lan
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IF ducational Signagc

TALLGRASS PRAIRIE
A Diverse Place Where Plants and Wildlife Thrive

PRAIRIE LIVING AT A GLANCE

Prairie grasses including Big Blue Stem and
Indian Grass grow to heights of 6 feet or
above (giving this prairie the description of
tallgrass). Bat other grasses and wildflowers CURIOUSLY CAMOUFLAGED
grow amid the shade and protection they offer. When lowa's state bird shows up at your
Growing at different heights allows the plants feeder, it is hard to imagine that they are

to live closely together without competing camouflaged. But, during late summer and
directly for sunlight, food, and water. early sutumi, the Goldlinch's native prairie

T r - habitat is a sea of yellow flowers. Their bright
it o yellow feathers hide them perfiectly as they eat
? the seeds of Prairie Coneflowers, and Brown
eyed Susans. In late spring, they also gather
thistle down to line their nest for their late

summer hatchlings.

A prairie may look wide-open, but when you look closely, it is a
crowded place. On a single acre there may be as many as 300 species
of grass and forbs (plants with broad leaves like wildflowers). This
diverse community of plants provides food and shelter for birds,
insects, spiders, small mammals, rodents and snakes.

FIRE ON THE PRAIRIE
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(Ratt Creek-Algonquin)
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(Indian Creek-Buffalo Grove)
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Frojcct Schedule

Invasive Tree/Shrub Removal — August/September 2019
Stream Restoration — September-November 2019
Native Seeding — Fall/Winter 2019

Site Management — Ongoing for 3 Years (2020-2022)
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