
PUBLIC MEETING NOTICE AND AGENDA 

AD HOC 
PUBLIC MEETING 

APRIL 11, 2019
7:00 P.M. 

1. Call to Order

2. Roll Call

3. Item for Discussion
A. Ordinance Proposing the Establishment of a Special Services Area in

Unincorporated Lake in the Hills

4. Audience Participation

5. Adjournment 

MEETING LOCATION 
VILLAGE OF LAKE IN THE HILLS 

600 HARVEST GATE 
LAKE IN THE HILLS, IL 60156 

The Village of Lake in the Hills is subject to the requirements of the Americans with Disabilities Act of 
1990. Individuals with disabilities who plan to attend this meeting and who require certain accommodations 
so that they can observe and/or participate in this meeting, or who have questions, regarding the 
accessibility of the meeting or the Village’s facilities, should contact the Village’s ADA Coordinator at 
(847) 960-7410 [TDD (847) 658-4511] promptly to allow the Village to make reasonable accommodations
for those persons.



AGENDA ITEM NO: 4.C.5 

REQUEST FOR BOARD ACTION 

MEETING DATE: April 9, 2019 

DEPARTMENT: Public Works 

SUBJECT: Ordinance Proposing the Establishment of a Special Services Area in 
Unincorporated Lake in the Hills 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Last year, the Village Board considered the sale of a portion of the Village's water system situated in 

unincorporated McHenry County. In light of concerns expressed by water system customers, the Village 

made the decision to not sell the system, and instead chose to consider a Special Service Area (SSA) to 

finance the installation of a new water system. In November of 2018, the County of McHenry consented 

to the Village of Lake in the Hills' establishment of an SSA in its incorporated jurisdiction in response to 

the Village's desire. Subsequently, in December of 2018, the Village Board adopted the Fiscal Year 2019 

budget, which included expenditures from the Water Fund for the engineering necessary to design the 

infrastructure improvements as well as for associated legal expenses. Most recently, in February of 2019, 

the Village Board was presented with a conceptual timeline for the project and authorized staff to 

proceed with its initiation. Also in February, the Village awarded preliminary design engineering 

services for the new water system. 

To that end, staff and the Village Attorney have prepared an ordinance proposing the establishment of a 

Special Service Area to encompass the unincorporated area, as well as one parcel within the Village's 

corporate boundaries. The SSA Tax Law provides that the Village establish maximum parameters 

regarding financing of the special services. This is due to the fact that there are certain unknown factors 

within the project which include: 

• The actual construction costs, which will not be determined until the project is awarded in late
fall of 2019. The engineer's not-to exceed estimate includes a very conservative 25% contingency;

• The type of bond, the interest rate at which it is issued, and the term of the debt service. These
will require future consideration by the Village Board.

The maximum amount included in the proposed ordinance is $2,891 annually for each parcel within the 

SSA. If the SSA is adopted, the Village will agree to pay the SSA levy imposed on those parcels situated 

within the corporate boundaries of the Village. This includes the property currently occupied by the 

American Legion. The rationale is that the Village does not charge residents for repair and reinstallation 

of the water main system. At the same time too, the Village staff believes that this is the fair and 

appropriate course of action because this property would benefit from the new water main system. 



If the Board adopts the proposing ordinance, a public hearing on the proposed SSA would be held on 

June 11 before the Village Board with notice of same published in the newspaper and sent to the 

taxpayers within the special service area. Besides such public notice, it is anticipated that other means of 

communicating information regarding the SSA would be provided to customers in the meantime. 

The SSA Tax Law provides that within 60 days of the adjournment of such public hearing, if an objection 

petition signed by 51 % of the voters and 51 % of the owners of record within the proposed SSA is filed 

objecting to the SSA, the SSA will not be established. If an objection petition is not filed, or if a petition is 

filed but does not meet each of two criteria necessary to "veto" the SSA, the Village Board is authorized 

to adopt an ordinance establishing the SSA after such potential objection period. 

ATTACHMENTS 

1. Timeline regarding the SSA 51 process

2. Ordinance Proposing the Establishment of Special Service Area Number 51 Within, as well as

Outside of, the Village of Lake in the Hills, Setting a Public Hearing Date and Providing for Other

Procedures in Connection Therewith

RECOMMENDED MOTION 

Motion to adopt the ordinance proposing the SSA 51 Water Main Project. 



Unincorporated Water Main Project Actual Start Complete Actual (beyond plan)

TASK START
ANTICIPATED 
DURATION 

Oct-18 Nov-18 Dec-18 Jan-19 Feb-19 Mar-19 Apr-19 May-19 Jun-19 Jul-19 Aug-19 Sep-19 Oct-19 Nov-19 Dec-19 Jan-20 Feb-20 Mar-20 Apr-20 May-20

1. McHenry County approved Village formation of SSA Oct-18 Oct-18

2. Staff budgeted for engineering in FY 19 budget Oct-18 Oct-18

3. Issue preliminary and design engineering RFP - February 4, 2019 Feb-19 Feb-19

4. Re-engage with unicorporated residents, then ad-hoc committee on February 19, 2019 Feb-19 May-20

5. Award Phase I and Phase II Engineering - February 28, 2019 Feb-19 Feb-19

6. Obtain rough engineer's estimate - March 25, 2019 Mar-19 Mar-19

7. Obtain high-end cost & tax levy information through Speer - March 30, 2019 Mar-19 Mar-19

8. SSA Proposing Ordinance presented to Board for action - April 9, 2019 Apr-19 Apr-19

9. 60-day review and objection period for proposing SSA ordinance Apr-19 Jun-19

10. Retain bond counsel - April 30, 2019 Apr-19 Apr-19

11. Public hearing on SSA formation following 60 day notice period - June 11, 2019 Jun-19 Jun-19

12. 60-day objection period for establishing ordinance for SSA Jun-19 Aug-19

13. After objection period, adopting/establishing ordinance for SSA presented to Board for action at August 22, 2019 meeting Aug-19 Aug-19

14. Award construction - October 22, 2019 Oct-19 Oct-19

15. Adopt bond ordinance - October 22, 2019 Oct-19 Oct-19

16. 30 day review period Oct-19 Nov-19

17. After 30 day review period, bond issuance, assuming action approved by Board - December 1, 2019 Dec-19 Dec-19

18. Issue tax levy for year 1 of debt service at Board meeting - December 12, 2019 Dec-19 Dec-19

19. Construction begins February 2020 Feb-20 May-20

Anticipated Start % Complete (beyond plan)



























600 Harvest Gate 
Lake in the Hills, IL 60156 

(847) 960-7400
Fax: (847) 960-7415 

www.lith.org 

April 5, 2019 

Dear Unincorporated Water Customer, 

The Village of Lake in the Hills is moving forward with the establishment of a Special 

Service Area (SSA) intended to fund the replacement of the water main that services your 

property in the unincorporated area south of Algonquin Road. This includes customers on 

Scotty Avenue, Dennis Road, Rosemarie Street, Marie Avenue, Isabel Avenue, Ethel Avenue, 

Craig Street, Roger Street, Willy Avenue, Nevin Avenue, and Joan Street. 

The water infrastructure has reached the end of its useful life. This project is the result of a 

year-long collaboration between the elected officials of the Village and members of your 

community to determine a viable and mutually agreeable answer. This solution will ensure 

its complete replacement. The Village will continue to own the entire utility in the 

unincorporated area of the Village. The current source of water supplied to your home will 

remain the same, as will billing and the maintenance and upkeep of the infrastructure. The 

complete timeline for the project and ordinance under consideration are included for your 

information. Importantly, the ordinance includes a very conservative not-to-exceed cost for 

the property owners included within the SSA. Additionally, state statue requires a review 

period to allow property owners who will be included in the SSA to object. These details 

are included in the attached materials. 

In addition to a staff presentation to the Village Board on Tuesday, April 9, 2019 at the Lake 

in the Hills Village Hall, 600 Harvest Gate, Lake in the Hills, Illinois, the Village will host an 

open meeting at 7:00 pm on Thursday, April 11. The purpose of the meeting is to offer 

unincorporated customers the opportunity to ask questions on the matter of the Village 

Board of Trustees and its staff. This discussion will precede the formal Village Board 

meeting during which a vote will be taken on the ordinance under consideration. 

I look forward to meeting with you next week. In the meantime, please feel free to contact 

me directly at 847-960-7 412 or jclough@lith.org. 

Regards,

�
 

�'"1
Jennifer Clough 

Village Administrator 


	Return to Agenda: 


